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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 

A new correspondence course will be added to the list of English Bible 
courses January first. This course will be called the " Founding of the Chris- 
tian Church." It will be based upon the Inductive Studies, an outline of 
which is given in the preceding pages of this magazine. The Institute general 
examination for next year will also be upon this subject, and the International 
Lessons take up the Book of The Acts July ist, 1892. Many students who 
have been giving time and thought to the events of the life of Christ in a 
study of Luke's Gospel and to the Divine teachings of the Gospel of John will 
be glad to turn now to this new course, affording as it does, in its history of 
the triumphal progress of the Church which rose from the sepulchre of the 
Christ, a strong contrast to the sorrowful events which preceded his entrance 
there. 

The course will also be arranged for Club use at once. The young peoples' 
societies will be able to study here the beginnings of the Church to which they 
have pledged allegiance. Such knowledge will be for them a sure foundation 
for a structure of faith and works. 

The courses in New Testament Greek prove attractive to many who have 
been studying the English Bible under the direction of the Institute. A desire 
to read the New Testament in the original is frequently bom of such study 
and a statement of what may be accomplished in one hour a day through a 
year will be of interest to those who are afraid to undertake so formidable a 
task. 

One who has never studied New Testament Greek will learn ; a) to pro- 
nounce the language with considerable ease ; b) acquire a knowledge of the 
most important grammatical principles ; c) gain a vocabulary of three thous- 
and words; d) thoroughly master the first four chapters of the Gospel of John ; 
e) lay a solid foundation for further work in the language and in New Testa- 
ment exegesis. 

One who has already studied New Testament Greek and desires to review 
will obtain a scientific knowledge of the whole of New Testament Greek 
etymology ; acquire an extensive vocabulary ; be able to read with ease and 
accuracy the Gospels, the Acts and the easier Epistles. These statements 
refer, not to the exceptional student (who can possibly do much more than 
this) but to the average person of mature years. 

A plea for the study of the Hebrew will also be appropriate here. As the 
Sunday schools pursuing the International Lessons turn back to the Old Test- 
ament once more, many ministers will also turn there for their Sunday evening 
texts. He is fortunate who can turn also to his Hebrew Bible and from text 
and context learn the full scope of his subject and its legitimate applications. 
To those who have once possessed such knowledge, but from whom it has 
slippM by time the Institute ofifers a special course of study. Its results may 
be summed up as follows : a) ease of pronunciation ; b) a working and also a 
scientific knowledge of Hebrew etymology ; c) a vocabulary of one thousand 
words ; d) mastery of the first eight chapters of Genesis ; e) ability to read 
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■with accuracy and ease any part of the historic portions of the Old Testament. 

The minister who has never studied Hebrew has been deprived of a valua- 
ble instrument for his work, but if he have any appreciable number of years 
of active service before him he will not find it too late to begin now, and he 
may obtain a working knowledge of the language within two years. The In- 
stitute would like to hear from all such. 

Tke examination on the Gospel of John which takes place January 15th is 
receiving much attention from Sunday school workers. Indeed it has been 
difficult to increase the corps of Examiners sufficiently to meet the demand of 
Sunday schools and individuals. The Institute has therefore decided to 
broaden the plan to accommodate the demand, and announces as follows : 
Any minister, Sunday school superintendent, or Bible class teacher will be 
considered, ex-officio and for this examination only, an authorized examiner, 
provided there is not a Special Examiner in his church or congregation. At a 
nominal price he may obtain a set of the questions in four grades. With these 
he will receive the printed regulations under which the Examination must be 
taken if it is to be recognized by certificates from the Institute. If he is 
unable to persuade any members of his constituency to take the examination 
under these regulations, he will be permitted after the date of the Examina- 
tion, Jan. ijth, to use the questions as review and test questions, giving an 
opportunity, if he pleases, for looking up the answers and for free discussion 
of the questions. 

The character of the questions will be : a) Simple ; the first two grades will 
be answered without difficulty by those who have studied with a moderate 
degree of thoroughness the International Lessons from July to Dec, 1891. 
b) Comprehensive ; covering the entire Gospel, c) Suggestive ; requiring 
the examinee to think and to draw inferences for himself, d) No catch ques- 
tions ; contested points and those upon which denominations diiler will be 
avoided, e) Inspiring ; designed to arouse a desire for more careful and 
systematic Bible study. 

The time is fast approaching when the demand for more thorough study in 
the Sunday school will render the final examination at the close of a series of 
lessons a necessity. So far as we are aware this is the only Institution which 
provides for grading the Examination papers in the same place where the 
questions are prepared. The work has also been so adjusted that individual 
candidates may take the examination in places where no Special Examiner 
has been appointed. 



